
Name of lead organisation responsible for the reply (including contact details)

Ministry of National Development, Climate Policy Department, contact: Ákos Lukács, Head of Department, e-
mail: akos.lukacs@nfm.gov.hu
We encourage invo lving o ther stakeho lders with whom you work in filling out this self-assessment (e.g. researchers, EPAs, NGOs).

Part  I: General st at ement s o n adapt at io n

1. In my co unt ry, in t he past  five years, t he level o f public awareness o f t he need fo r adapt at io n as a respo nse t o  climat e change has increased

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

2. In my co unt ry, t he need fo r climat e change adapt at io n has reached t he nat io nal po lit ical agenda

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

3. In my co unt ry, t he fo llo wing influences have t riggered adapt at io n (Please select  t hree mo st  impo rt ant  t riggers)

Extreme weather events

Damage costs

UNFCCC process

EU po licies

Adaptation in neighbouring countries

Scientific research

Public pressure

Lobbying from private sector

Forerunner sectors

Media coverage

4. In my co unt ry, t he willingness t o  develo p po licies and t o  t ake adapt at io n act io ns at  nat io nal level is

very high high medium low very low don't know



5. In my co unt ry, in t he past  five years, t here has been an increase in t he amo unt  o f adapt at io n-re lat ed kno wledge (e .g. in re lat io n t o  vulnerabilit ies,
adapt at io n o pt io ns) generat ed wit h t he aim o f info rming po licy making

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

6. In my co unt ry, uncert aint ies in fut ure pro ject io ns (e .g. uncert aint ies regarding climat e change) are  explicit ly addressed in t he adapt at io n po licy
pro cess

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

7. In my co unt ry, adapt at io n o bject ives are based o n an underst anding o f t he impact s, risks and/o r vulnerabilit ies t o  climat e change

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

8. In my co unt ry, int egrat io n o f adapt at io n int o  sect o ral po licies and pro grammes is increasing

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

Please pro vide examples:

Water po licy has the explicit aim o f adaptation to  climate change, with special emphasis on extreme weather events and droughts. The National Water Strategy (draft
made available in March, public consultation until the end o f May, to  be adopted by the Government in September 2013, http://www.kormany.hu/hu/videkfejlesztesi-
miniszterium/kornyezetugyert-felelos-allamtitkarsag/hirek/nemzeti-vizstrategia) includes several adaptation measures in the field o f local water management, such as
water retention in local (both groundwater & surface) water reservo irs, improved irrigation and land use change where necessary (less arable lands at the extreme low
elevations). In the Biodiversity Preservation Strategy – as part o f the National Environment Programme 2009-14 (documents for 2014-2019 under elaboration) – there
is great emphasis on the promotion o f traditional breeds that are resistant and represent a great genetic diversity. See also  Q28.

9. In my co unt ry, aspect s t hat  are  re levant  t o  climat e change mit igat io n are t aken int o  acco unt  in t he adapt at io n po licy pro cess

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

Please pro vide examples:

Pro jects o f green retro fitting o f buildings support both mitigation and adaptation objectives. In this context, the development o f a National Building Energetics Strategy is
under way.

10. In my co unt ry, t ransnat io nal co -o perat io n is co nsidered as an e lement  in o ur adapt at io n po licy pro cess

strongly agree agree neutral disagree strongly disagree don't know

Please pro vide examples:

no answer



11. In my co unt ry, t he fo llo wing barriers fo r adapt at io n have been ident ified (Please select  t he t hree mo st  impo rt ant  barriers)

Lack o f po litical commitment/will

Unclear responsibilities

Limited cooperation among stakeho lders

Lack o f (financial, human) resources

Uncertainties

Lack o f knowledge generation

Lack o f knowledge exchange

Lack o f data such as socio-economic, climate and o ther physical data

Limited capacity in the po licy, practitioner and/or research communities

Conflicting values and interests

No adequate adaptation options available

Legal issues (e.g. conflicting legislations)

Please use the box below to  provide any further comments and thoughts related to  the questions above or any information that you wish to  share with us (e.g. reports,

references)

Paldy, A. et Bobvos, J., 2012: Impact o f heat waves on excess mortality in 2011 and 2012 in Hungary http://www.omfi.hu/cejoem/Volume18/Vol18No1-4/CE12_1-4-02.html
Paldy, A. et Bobvos J., 2011: Predicted Impact o f Climate Change on Daily Excess Mortality and Emergency Ambulance calls between 2021-2050 and 2071-2100. Central
European Journal o f Occupational and Environmental Medicine Vo l.17:1-445-68 http://www.omfi.hu/cejoem/Volume17/Vol17No1-4/CE11_1-4-02.html Farago T., 2013:
National climate po licy cooperation – tasks for Hungary – only in Hungarian Nemzetközi klímapolitikai együttműködés, Magyarország részvétele és feladatai, Grotius, 84 o .
http://www.gro tius.hu/doc/pub/QZLCSC/2013-06-14_farago_tibor_gro tius-e-konyvtar-59.pdf Farago T., 2011: Environmental vulnerability, resilience and adaptation capacities
of societies throughout the history – only in Hungarian A társadalmak környezeti sebezhetősége, ellenálló - és alkalmazkodó képessége: a korai tö rténelmi példáktó l a
sérülékenység globalizáció jáig. "Sebezhetőség és adaptáció" kö tetben (szerk: Tamás P., Bulla M.), MTA Szocio lógiai Kutató intézet, 51-64. o . Farago T., I. Lang, L. Csete
(eds.), 2010: Climate Change and Hungary: mitigating the hazard and preparing for the impacts. MTA, Budapest, 124 p. http://www.vahavahalozat.hu/files/vahava-2010-12-
korrigalt-2.pdf

Part  II: T he adapt at io n po licy pro cess

12. In what  st age o f t he adapt at io n po licy pro cess is yo ur co unt ry in?



Adaptation process has not started

Agenda setting (i.e. adaptation is po litically recognised as important)

Formulation (i.e. responsible actors respond by formulating adaptation po licies)

Decision (i.e. po licymakers have adopted an adaptation po licy)

Implementation (i.e. measures foreseen in the po licy are being implemented)

Monitoring and evaluation (i.e. review and updates o f po licy/actions)

Prepare t he gro und fo r adapt at io n

13. Ho w wo uld yo u assess t he mechanism put  in place at  nat io nal level t o  co o rdinat e t he ho rizo nt al int egrat io n (i.e . int egrat io n int o  sect o rs) o f t he
adapt at io n po licy pro cess?

very effective effective medium effective less effective not effective no mechanism in place don't know

14. Ho w wo uld yo u assess t he mechanism put  in place at  nat io nal level t o  co o rdinat e t he vert ical int egrat io n (fro m nat io nal t o  lo cal level) o f t he
adapt at io n po licy pro cess?

very effective effective medium effective less effective not effective no mechanism in place don't know

15. Please give a sho rt  descript io n o f t he ho rizo nt al and vert ical co o rdinat io n o f adapt at io n po licy in yo ur co unt ry. Please also  indicat e  who  has been
invo lved and what  mechanism fo r co o rdinat io n has been used (please also  indicat e  if t hese mechanisms have changed in t he different  st ages o f t he
pro cess, e .g. fro m fo rmulat io n t o  implement at io n).

Ho rizo nt al co o rdinat io n

In the mid o f 2000s’ horizontal coordination had an effective platform, the VAHAVA pro ject (change-effect- answer). After the pro ject ended, the horizontal cooperation
was not organized centrally any more. The sectors carry on activities, but the intersectoral discussions are not regular, most frequently in the frames o f scientific fo ra.
Elaboration o f such a mechanism is under way as a part o f the development o f national adaptation strategy.

Vert ical co o rdinat io n

Elaboration o f such a mechanism is under way as a part o f the development o f national adaptation strategy

What  was crucial fo r successful co o rdinat io n?

The most important too l was the set up an intersectoral committee

What  was challenging o r missing?

An intersectoral platfo rm that provides up-to-date information on po licies and activities, research results is missing. Harmonized activity, coordination o f tasks, timing
is demanding. However, as part o f the adoption process o f the new National Adaptation Strategy we plan set up a platform, where researchers, governmental



organizations, NGO-s, stakeho lders can discuss the climate issues and objectives.

Ident ify risks and explo re o pt io ns

16. Are risk assessment s o r vulnerabilit y assessment s available  fo r yo ur co unt ry?

yes currently under development not yet, but planned no don't know

If yes: available  at

national level sub-national level trans-national level

Please pro vide references t o  re levant  do cument s, also  if available  at  sub-nat io nal o r t rans-nat io nal level (e .g. Länder, pro vinces, regio ns,
co mmunit ies, river-basin):

Please insert  t ext  and pro vide references t o  do cument s.

no answer

Upload documents. Select files from your computer - they will be uploaded when you click the Save button at the end o f this page.

17. In re lat io n t o  t he risk and vulnerabilit y assessment  available  at  nat io nal level, which o f t he fo llo wing sect o rs have been co vered?



Coverage /
Sectors

Covered in the
national assessment

Covered in sector-
based assessment
led by ministries in
charge o f this sector

Covered in sector-
based assessment
led by private sector
or industry groups

Agriculture

Forestry

Biodiversity

Human health

Water

Marine and fisheries

Coastal areas

Mountain areas

Tourism

Transport

Energy

Built environment

Spatial planning, urban planning

Disaster risk reduction

Civil pro tection

Industry

Business and services

Financial/Insurance

Cultural heritage

Cross-sectoral impacts

Cross-border cooperation

Rural development

18. In re lat io n t o  t he nat io nal assessment , ho w is/was t he risk o r vulnerabilit y assessment  pro cess co o rdinat ed (e .g. who  co mmissio ned t he wo rk; who
carried it  o ut )? What  met ho do lo gical appro ach (e .g. lit erat ure review, mo delling, expert  appraisal) has been used? Ho w have uncert aint ies been



addressed?

Co o rdinat io n

Development o f risk assessment is coordinated by the National Directorate General fo r Disaster Management supported by a working group with representatives o f all
relevant governmental and scientific institutions.

Met ho do lo gical appro ach

The methodology is based on the review of existing databases and literature. In the regular (weekly) working group meetings experts from different sectors have the
opportunity to  discuss the intersectoral issues. The aim of the pro ject is to  develop a national risk map which takes into  account the climate change aspects as well.
Development o f risk map is based on ISO 31010.

19. In re lat io n t o  t he nat io nal assessment , have yo u ident ified t he co st s o f climat e change impact s and t he co st s and benefit s o f adapt at io n?

Not yet

20. In re lat io n t o  t he nat io nal assessment , what  kind o f info rmat io n is st ill needed fo r risk o r vulnerabilit y assessment s? Please select  t he t hree mo st
impo rt ant  issues:

Uncertainty estimates

Local/community level information

Consideration o f different time periods

Estimates o f costs

Estimates o f benefits

Information on interdependencies across sectors

Consideration o f social issues

21. In re lat io n t o  t he nat io nal assessment , do  yo u plan t o  updat e t he risk o r vulnerabilit y assessment s?

not planned planned but work has not started update o f assessment has started update already available don't know

Are t here requirement s t o  do  so  o n a regular basis? Please explain.

Development o f the risk assessment in underway. Overall risk or vulnerability assessments covering several aspects have not been available so far, only fo r particular sectors
or environmental media, such as so il. The Act LX o f 2007 mandates the establishment and regular update o f national climate change strategy.

22. Have yo u ident ified and assessed adapt at io n o pt io ns o n t he basis o f risk o r vulnerabilit y assessment s?

yes currently under development not yet, but planned no don't know



If yes: available  at

national level

sub-national level

trans-national level

sectoral level

cross-sectoral level

23. Ho w have yo u ident ified and assessed adapt at io n o pt io ns?

Expert judgement

Participatory processes

Cost and benefit assessment

Multi-criteria analyses

24. Please indicat e  t he t ypes o f adapt at io n o pt io ns ident ified:

Grey options (i.e. techno logical, such as river flood defence, beach nourishment)

Green options (i.e. ecosystem-based approaches that use nature’s multiple services, such as crop diversification, enhancing the ability o f

indigenous plant and animal species to  move across landscapes)

Soft options (i.e. managerial, legal and po licy approaches, such as awareness-raising initiatives, passing legislation, creating early warning

systems, insurance, planning instruments)

Combined options

25. Have yo u prio rit ised adapt at io n o pt io ns?

yes currently under development not yet, but planned no don't know

26. If yo u have prio rit ised adapt at io n o pt io ns, which met ho do lo gical appro ach (e .g. expert  judgment , mult i-crit eria analysis) has been used?

no answer



27. Have t he adapt at io n o pt io ns been included in an act io n plan?

National adaptation strategy is under development

Uplo ad do cument s. Select  files fro m yo ur co mput er - t hey will be uplo aded when yo u click t he Save but t o n at  t he end o f t his page.

Implement at io n, mo nit o ring and evaluat io n

28. Please pro vide a maximum o f t hree examples o f what  yo u wo uld co nsider as ‘go o d pract ices’ in adapt at io n t hat  have already been put  in place in yo ur
co unt ry. Please indicat e  why t hey are co nsidered t o  be ‘go o d pract ice’?

1. The promotion o f traditional breeds that are resistant and represent a great genetic diversity. 2. Several cities worked out adaptation plans for heat waves within the frames o f
Climate friendly cities. 3. Heat –health watch warning system has been operational since 2005. Educational material has been prepared for and distributed among health care
personnel.

29. What  are  yo ur plans fo r int egrat ing new info rmat io n and insight s int o  exist ing adapt at io n po licies?

We plan to  develop a National Adaption Strategy as a part o f the existing National Climate Change Strategy. Although the current version o f National Climate Change Strategy
contains a detailed section on adaptation to  climate change, it remains at a theoretical level, it defines adaptation prio rities in key areas, but concrete suggestions for
implementing adaptation-related activities are missing. The new National Adaptation Strategy will address this problem.

30. In my country, monitoring, reporting and evaluating schemes for adaptation po licies are …

Mo nit o ring

not planned planned under development currently being implemented

Repo rt ing

not planned planned under development currently being implemented

Evaluat io n

not planned planned under development currently being implemented

In case yo u have select ed "Under develo pment " o r "Current ly being implement ed", please pro vide addit io nal info rmat io n and uplo ad re lat ed
do cument s.

no answer

Upload documents. Select files from your computer - they will be uploaded when you click the Save button at the end o f this page.

Part  III: Level o f adapt at io n and po licy inst rument s in sect o rs



31. Please highlight  t he re levant  sect o rs/areas in yo ur co unt ry and assess t he current  st at e  o f adapt at io n at  vario us levels:

Please score the state o f adaptation using the fo llowing scale:

Select ed Value Meaning
0 = adaptation is not relevant fo r my country
1 = need for adaptation not recognised and no measures implemented yet
2 = coordination activities for adaptation started
3 = some adaptation measures identified for the sector but not yet implemented
4 = portfo lio  o f adaptation measures identified and implementation (o f some) launched
5 = portfo lio  o f adaptation measures implemented
6 = portfo lio  o f adaptation measures in place and monitored/evaluated

Use the arrows or the keyboard to  input digits from 0 to  6 .



Levels /
Sectors

Adaptation at national
level

Adaptation at sub-
national level (e.g.
provinces, regions)

Adaptation at local or city-
level

Priority
sectors/areas
for
implementation

Please provide some examples if you have indicated that the
adaptation state is 4 , 5 or 6

Agriculture

Forestry

Biodiversity

Human health

Water

Marine and fisheries

Coastal areas

Mountain areas

Tourism

Transport

Energy

Built environment

Spatial planning,
urban planning

Disaster risk
reduction

4

3

3

3

3

0

0

0

3

2

1

3

3

2

2

2

3

3

2

0

0

0

0

2

1

2

3

2

0

2

3

3

1

0

0

0

0

2

1

2

4

2

Sectors: flood pro tection,green space systems,
integrated planning.
Prohibition o f building in flood risk areas, commitments to  establish 
continuous green network (green belt), integrated urban planning 
methodo logy for settlements 



Civil pro tection

Industry

Business and
services

Financial/Insurance

Cultural heritage

1

1

2

2

1

1

2

2

1

1

2

2

32. Are yo u using po licy inst rument s (see quest io n 33 belo w fo r examples) fo r implement ing adapt at io n act io ns?

yes under development no don't know

33. If yo u are already using inst rument s fo r implement ing adapt at io n, what  are  t he main inst rument s in t he different  sect o rs in yo ur co unt ry?



Sectors /
Instruments

AgricultureForestry BiodiversityHuman
health

Water Marine
fisheries

Coastal
areas

Mountain
areas

Tourism Transport Energy Built
environment

Spatial
planning

Disaster
risk
reduction

Civil
pro tection

Industry Business
services

Financial
insurance

Cultural
heritage

Information
(e.g.
dissemination,
education,
guidelines)

Main-
streaming

Financial
support (e.g.
subsidies,
taxes)

Legislation

Partnering
instruments
(e.g. PPPs)

Action plans

Others:
Management
strategies

green
techno logies,
develupment
and
demonstration



34. If (addit io nal) inst rument s fo r implement at io n are planned in yo ur co unt ry, what  are  t he main inst rument s yo u are co nsidering?

no answer

35. What  are  t he mo st  impo rt ant  financing mechanisms current ly in place (o r t he mechanisms t hat  will be co nsidered in t he fut ure) fo r implement ing adapt at io n in t he
sect o rs yo u have ident ified as re levant  in yo ur co unt ry?

Financing
mechanisms /
Sectors

AgricultureForestry BiodiversityHuman
health

Water Marine
fisheries

Coastal
areas

Mountain
areas

Tourism Transport Energy Built
environment

Spatial
planning

Disaster
risk
reduction

Civil
pro tection

Industry Business
services

Financial
insurance

Cultural
heritage

Explicit
budgetary
allocations

Pro ject
based
public
support
Public-
private
partnerships

Insurance
mechanisms

Please use the box below to  provide any further comments and thoughts related to  the questions above or any information that you wish to  share with us (e.g. reports, references):

no answer

Upload documents. Select files from your computer - they will be uploaded when you click the Save button at the end o f this page.

36. In yo ur co unt ry, ho w do  yo u address t ransbo undary issues? Which inst rument s facilit at e  yo ur wo rk (e .g. EU Regio nal Po licy, EU Int erreg pro ject s, bio geo graphical regio ns
and regio nal adapt at io n st rat egies)?

no answer

37. In yo ur co unt ry, ho w do  yo u co o rdinat e adapt at io n act ivit ies acro ss regio ns o r municipalit ies? Which inst rument s facilit at e  yo ur wo rk (e .g. River Basin Management  Plans,
flo o d risks mapping, spat ial planning t aking acco unt  o f t he diversit y o f t errit o ries)?

As for urban development, Hungary elaborated a comprehensive and user friendly practical handbook during its EU presidency (2011) on the Tasks and Possibilities o f European Cities in Relation to
Climate Change. This Handbook has been translated into  Hungarian and was distributed to  all urban municipalities in Hungary to  assist their work on this field. Hungarian cities are also  advised to  take
into  account climate adaptation measures when elaborate their integrated urban development strategy. The content o f such strategies is defined by methodo logical guidelines and also  by government



regulation. In the context o f Local Environmental Programmes, a handbook fostering the cooperation o f municipalities for the pro tection o f the environment was published and disseminated in 2008
covering themes like landscape management, affo restation, renewables, monitoring. A strategy for genetic resources serving food purposes was published in 2013 by the MInistry o f Rural Development
keeping local varieties and local, traditional knowledge related to  these varieties and to  food in general alive.

Part  IV: Invo lvement  o f st akeho lders

38. Have yo u invo lved st akeho lders in t he adapt at io n po licy pro cess?

No Yes

39. If yes, ho w wo uld yo u assess t he general co nt ribut io n o f st akeho lders/act o rs engagement  in t he adapt at io n po licy pro cess?

very important important neutral less important not important

40. T he t hree t ables belo w allo w yo u t o  ident ify t he st akeho lders invo lved and t he fo rmat  o f t heir invo lvement  fo r t he develo pment  (1st  t able),
implement at io n (2nd t able) and mo nit o ring and evaluat io n (3rd t able) phases o f t he adapt at io n pro cess.

Level o f invo lvement: 
Info rmat io n given information has been provided to  stakeho lders (e.g. web-sites, newsletter, reports, informative meetings)

Info rmat io n
gat hered information has been co llected from stakeho lders (e.g. online-survey)

Co nsult at io n feedback on po licy draft proposals has been obtained from stakeho lders (e.g. written feedback on po licy drafts)

Act ive invo lvement stakeho lders have actively been invo lved in, and have had the possibility to  shape decision-making in the adaptation po licy (e.g. advisory
committees)

Part nerships decision-making power is redistributed through negotiation between responsible authority and stakeho lders

Empo werment final decision is in the hands o f the stakeho lders

Fro m t he nat io nal perspect ive, what  has been t he invo lvement  o f st akeho lders in t he develo pment  phase o f t he adapt at io n po licy pro cess?



Stakeholders / Format o f invo lvement Information
given

Information
gathered

Consultation Active
invo lvement

Partnerships Empowerment

Governmental stakeho lders from national level (e.g.
po licy makers, public administration, governmental
agencies)

Governmental stakeho lders from sub-national level
(including local level)

Private sector

Interest groups (e.g. farmers' association, NGOs)

Scientists/researchers

General public

Fro m t he nat io nal perspect ive, what  has been t he invo lvement  o f st akeho lders in t he implement at io n phase o f t he adapt at io n po licy pro cess?



Stakeholders / Format o f invo lvement Information
given

Information
gathered

Consultation Active
invo lvement

Partnerships Empowerment

Governmental stakeho lders from national level (e.g.
po licy makers, public administration, governmental
agencies)

Governmental stakeho lders from sub-national level
(including local level)

Private sector

Interest groups (e.g. farmers' association, NGOs)

Scientists/researchers

General public

Fro m t he nat io nal perspect ive, what  has been t he invo lvement  o f st akeho lders in t he mo nit o ring and evaluat io n o f t he adapt at io n po licy
pro cess?



Stakeholders / Format o f invo lvement Information
given

Information
gathered

Consultation Active
invo lvement

Partnerships Empowerment

Governmental stakeho lders from national level (e.g.
po licy makers, public administration, governmental
agencies)

Governmental stakeho lders from sub-national level
(including local level)

Private sector

Interest groups (e.g. farmers' association, NGOs)

Scientists/researchers

General public

41. Fro m yo ur experience, what  are  t he t hree mo st  impo rt ant  e lement s in running a successful st akeho lders pro cess?

interactive, inclusive process

Please use the box below to  provide any further comments and thoughts related to  the questions above or any information that you wish to  share with us (e.g. reports,

references):

Regarding question 33, we had an extra sector: Rural development, with "Information (e.g. dissemination, education, guidelines)" selected.

Upload documents. Select files from your computer - they will be uploaded when you click the Save button at the end o f this page.

Part  V: Open quest io ns o n next  st eps

42. What  are  t he next  st eps yo ur co unt ry is planning? Please pro vide info rmat io n o n t he fo llo wing issues and t he re lat ed t iming (addressing bo t h



nat io nal and sub-nat io nal levels):

Risk o r vulnerabilit y assessment s (e .g. co nsider o t her sect o rs)

Elaboration o f risk assessment is under way; it will be finalized in July 2014.

Legislat io n t o  suppo rt  adapt at io n

In the phase o f preparation

Implement at io n

As part o f the development o f adaptation strategy, the elaboration o f methods for implementation is under way.

Mo nit o ring/repo rt ing and evaluat io n

As part o f the development o f adaptation strategy, the elaboration o f methods for monitoring/evaluation is under way.

Updat ing st rat egy/plan

According to  the Act LX. o f 2007 the National Climate Change Strategy (incl. the National Adaptation Strategy) should be updated in five years after its adoption.

Ot hers

no answer

43. In yo ur o pinio n, what  are  t he key issues t hat  will shape t he adapt at io n po licy pro cess in yo ur co unt ry in t he co ming years? Please pro vide a maximum
o f t hree issues:

The more extreme climate events (heat waves, droughts, floods); consultation process and adoption o f updated National Climate Change Strategy.

44. What  kind o f adapt at io n suppo rt  (e .g. kno wledge, info rmat io n, decisio n suppo rt  t o o ls) wo uld yo u need fro m t he Euro pean level?

decision support too l, information on the costs o f adaptation too ls


